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are hand-made by Isamu Ikeda of
Ikeda Sound Labs.”

The current importer of Ikeda
cartridges is Aaudio Imports, whose
site does not make that claim. The top
model in Tkeda’s line of five moving-
coil cartridges, the Kai ($8500),
launched in 2012, outputs a very low
0.19mV and has an ultralow internal
impedance of 2.5 ohms, which
indicates few turns of coil wire and
thus ultralow moving mass. Attached
to the Kai’s boron cantilever is a
familiar-looking, Micro-Ridge stylus
of solid diamond. The recommended
vertical tracking force (VTF) is 1.8gm,
+0.2gm. The claimed frequency
range is 10Hz-45kHz, the channel
separation “over 27dB (1kHz),” and
the channel balance within 1dB at
1kHz. The Kai is relatively heavy at
11.5gm. Its body is made of alumite, an
alloy of aluminum, iron, and obsidian,
with a top plate of titanium. The
generator system features a core of
high-efficiency Permalloy (a nickel-
iron alloy) and samarium-cobalt
magnets. Given the Kai’s high mass,
its compliance is appropriately low at
7x10-6cm/dyne.

In other words, the Ikeda Kai must

The Ikeda Kai must be
used with a tonearm
of relatively high
mass and a phono
preamplifier capable
of high gain with low
noise.

be used with a tonearm of relatively
high mass and a phono preamplifier
capable of high gain with low noise.
With a tonearm’s 14gm effective

mass added to the cartridge’s mass of
11.5gm, the system’s total effective
mass is 25.5gm, which should result in
a fundamental resonant frequency of
about 12Hz—the uppermost acceptable
resonant frequency. In short: only high-
mass tonearms need apply for this job.

Ypsilon MC26-L step-up transformer
Were I a gear slut, I'd have on hand at
least one, and preferably two, current-
amplification phono preamplifiers—say,
the B.M.C. Phono MCCI! and the
MR Labs VERA 20,2 both specifi-
cally designed for ultralow-impedance

cartridges. But 'm not and I don’t, so
Aaudio Imports’ Brian Ackerman sent,
along with the Ikeda Kai, a sample

of Ypsilon Electronics’ new MC26-L
step-up transformer for use with Ypsi-
lon’s VPS-100 moving-magnet phono
stage, which I'd bought and which is
still my favorite phono preamp.

The MC26-L, designed for use
with very-low-impedance cartridges,
has a 26x turns ratio that produces
28.3dB of gain. Without additional
plugs, the cartridge “sees” a load of
70 ohms. Ypsilon’s recent L-model
transformers are far larger than their
standard models, and so is the MC26-
Ls cost: $6200. The pure-silver-wire
option (not auditioned) sends the
price into the stratosphere. But the
reactions of those who've opted for
the silver upgrade have been equally
stratospheric. They send me e-mails.

Listening
When you spend $8500 on a phono
cartridge that’s been built, tuned, and

1 See my review in the June 2013 issue or at www.
stereophile.com/content/bme-phono-mecci-phono-
preamplifier.

2 See my review in the December 2014 “Analog Cor-
ner” or at http://tinyurl.com/k5nga2a.

CLEARAUDIO Concept Turntable
$1,599

VPI Classic 3 Rosewood
$6,500 .

MUSIC HALL lkura Turntable
$1,195

REGA RP10 Turntable
$5,495

AVID Acutus Reference SP Turntable
$26,995

PRO-JECT Xtension 10 Turntable
$3,250
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